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We've Got a Problem 
  A complex, severe, and urgent problem…

What’s a local climate action group to do?



But We Can Help Individually and as a Community 

The ultimate way to disable the fossil fuel empire is to 
stop buying their products!

Fixing GHG emissions is like stamping out a disease--we know how to do it, 
but it must be done with everyone. 

• one house at a time,  
• one car at a time,  
• one household at a time,  
• one utility at a time,  
• one airline at a time… 



• Calculate our C footprints, reduce, track 
• Blaze the trail—cost/performance benefits, too! 
• First 10%: just stop doing careless things

“Be the change you wish to see in the world.” –M. 
Gandhi

• 20%: change your habits
• 30-40%: change your efficiencies
• 50-70%: change your infrastructure
• 80-100+%: change societal infrastructure, 

including fossil fuel divestments

I. Reduce Personal and Community Carbon Footprints 



II. Drive Climate-Repairing Policies at 
All Levels of Government

• Increase awareness 
– Teach-ins, marches, protests, direct actions  

• Lobby for the right policies 
– No coal or oil terminals; RPS; RFS; vehicle feebates; 

PUC policies; organic farming; fossil fuel divestments;… 

• Campaign for and fund the right candidates 
• Lobby to get Big Money out of elections

“We know we have a problem and we know what 
to do about it, but we have a political problem”—
Tom Steyer



GHG Reduction Targets
• Red lines are the global recommendations of scientists 
• Implies 50% reductions by 2025 (1C), 2035 (1.5C), 2045 (2C)



Online Footprint 
Calculator

• http://
coolclimate.berkeley.edu/
carboncalculator  

• Easily compare to averages 

• Displays all the calculated 
and estimated contributors

http://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/carboncalculator


Calculator  
Example

• White Salmon averages 

• Travel higher, home lower 
than US average



Calculator  
Example

What if our average 
household did half the 
driving? 

Cuts total by 7 tons/yr 

What else could we do? 
• Carpool 
• Higher mileage cars 
• PHEV or EV



Calculator  
Example

What if our average 
household made their house 
5 times as energy-efficient 
with better sealing and a 
heat pump? 

Cuts another 6 tons/yr 

What else could we do? 
• Better sealing 
• Add PV 
• Water catchment 
• Lobby for a clean energy 

program at PUD



Calculator  
Example

What if our average 
household went vegan?  
(with same total calories) 

Cuts another 2 tons/yr 

What else could we do? 
• Buy more local 
• Plant a garden



Calculator  
Example

What if our average 
household shopped half as 
much and lived more?  

Cuts another 3 tons/yr 

What else could we do? 
• Buy more local 
• Buy less stuff 
• Buy stuff that lasts longer



Calculator  
Example

What if our average 
household only bicycled or 
drove EVs? 

Cuts another 7 tons/yr 
for 20.6 tons total 

Their list of what else one 
could do (Note that these 
don’t all add together.) 
Everything left would be 
reduced by a price on 
carbon.



Roll Your Own to Track Progress


